In proposing the toast of the institution, the Chairman recalled the fact that this was the second occasion upon which he had filled that post; and also that the only other instance of the chair at one of their dinners being taken twice by the same individual was that of his own father, who had done so in 1872 and in 1880. Looking back over the history of the charity, he said that at their first election in 1854 there were only six patients; to-day they had 220 inmates of the hospital, and no less than 630 pensioners scattered all over the country. So flourishing was the state of their finances that at the election in May next they would be able to take in thirty-five?five more than in any other year except that of the Jubilee, when they elected fifty as a special recognition of the date". As an illustration of the magnitude to which they had grown he might put it that supposing a millionaire were to offer to give them sufficient to carry oh their work on its present lines in perpetuity, the sum required to be invested in Consols would be nearly a million and a half sterling. They were, he was glad to say, passing through a very favourable year, but this was largely due to the number of legacies that had fallen in. Five years ago they had been obliged to borrow ?5,000, but this had all been repaid, and they were free from debt. That their work could not be carried out without very considerable expense of a peculiar kind was shown by one item in that year's accounts. The cost of repairs alone to the wheeled chairs they provided for those patients unable to walk amounted to over ?70. Their seaside house was another expensive item, but it was immensely appreciated. One an appeal for ?2,500 in order to put the drainage of the Harrow Road Hospital in a proper state. The Sub-Committeeof the Prince of Wales's Fund had recommended that the sum of ?500 be granted on condition that this work was at once taken in hand, and about ?300 had been received in addition. The idea of holding a dinner this year had been abandoned. The report and accounts were adopted without dissent, and votes of thanks to Lord Kinnaird, the president, and to the medical staff concluded the proceedings.
